


 In 1909, 60 families bought a desolate plot of land 

stretching from Neve Tzedek to the banks of the Yarkon River. 

They created a “Seashell Lottery” to equitably distribute the land 

among the founders. Akiva Weiss, chairman of the new 

neighborhood, collected 60 white and 60 gray seashells. He 

wrote the names of the families that purchased plots on the 

white seashells and the number of each plot on the gray 

seashells. He placed the seashells in two separate hats and a boy 

and girl took out one gray and one white seashell from the respec-

tive hats. The above photo depicts the 60 founding families and their famous “establishment” of the city 

of Tel Aviv.

  Today, Tel Aviv stands as a shining example of what has been achieved over the last century, 

encompassing all facets of modern day Israel. As the symbolic center of Israeli pluralism and liberalism, Tel 

Aviv is home to Israeli natives and new immigrants, young couples and senior citizens, business people and 

artists, religious and secular, the affluent and the underprivileged.

  Nearly 1.5 million people (1/4 of the population of Israel) commute to the city for work, as well as for 

educational and entertainment purposes as the city is the center of commerce, the seat of institutions for 

higher education and a focal point for Israeli art, culture and innovation.

The Miami Friends - Join us in celebrating the centennial of Tel Aviv while establishing 

an important project as our gift to the children of the city. 

  

The Miami Friends have decided that all proceeds will establish 

a new pre-kindergarten that will educate and nurture 70 children ages 3-5 each year.  This is our unique 

opportunity to come together as a community and leave an indelible footprint on the future of Tel Aviv. Your 

participation will not only stand in friendship and celebration of the past 100 years, but play a meaningful 

part for the 100 plus years to come.

The founding families in 1909

Children enjoying their 
“home away from home”

Establishing a New 
Pre-Kindergarten - 
  The Neve Ofer Neighborhood is one of 

the poorest and most challenged 

neighborhoods of Tel Aviv. It was built 60 

years ago and over the years has attracted 

many young families, especially 

immigrants from lower economic classes. 

Most of the families lack basic education, 

and many of the mothers are illiterate.

  The low socioeconomic population 

suffers from a high unemployment rate and there are a significant number of one 

parent families, many of whom are defined as multi – problematic with neglected children at high risk.

  The neighborhood children are characterized has having developmental gaps resulting from a poor 

environment. Poor language abilities are a barrier to cognitive development and readiness for school.

The Pre-K will operate as an educational intervention program to locate and treat high risk children with the 

goal of narrowing these gaps and providing an equal opportunity for these children to succeed in first grade.

In addition, the Pre-K will serve as a model for both the children and parents with the goal of encouraging 

and improving family functionality.

  The project consists of building two new kindergarten classes housed 

in one new building, accommodating 70 children ages 3–5. The 

facility will operate six days a week, including holidays and vacations, 

and will be open from 7:30 am until 4:00 pm. Programs offered at the 

school will promote the children’s educational and emotional growth. 

Children’s needs currently not met in the home (hot meals, therapy, 

opportunities for enrichment), will be offered at the school. The new 

facility will provide all the modern educational tools needed today to 

establish an appropriate foundation for learning.

  The cost to build and equip the new facility is $700,000. The Tel Aviv Municipality has committed to 

providing half the cost with the Miami Friends of the Tel Aviv Centennial providing the other. 

The fundraising goal is $350,000.

Typical Residence in 
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Tel Aviv at 100 - The Centennial Celebration
2009 marks the 100th anniversary of Tel Aviv, a city that is the cultural, educational, 
financial and beating heart of the State of Israel. Tel Aviv is so much more than a 
bustling city – it represents a unique and unrequited ambition for a better tomorrow, 
and a home for everyone. Through education, art, culture, ingenuity and values, Tel 
Aviv is always on the cutting edge, serving as a symbol for Israel’s future.

 

“The Future Lies in Education” 
– Albert Einstein (1951- in a letter to David Ben Gurion)

Rendering of the new pre-kindergarten

The Sunday, October 25, 2009 program includes:

• A moving performance by the New World Symphony conducted by
   Michael Tilson Thomas at the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing   
   Arts in Miami-Dade.

• Unveiling of a unique multimedia exhibit on the city of Tel Aviv.

• An intimate dinner reception with Mayor of Tel Aviv Ron Huldai at a
   private home.




